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and incapacitating force (knocking someone unconscious).43 Others have 
described the following methods used by robbers:44

´´ Confrontation. Making a demand

´´ Blitzes. Using force first to gain control

´´ Cons. Distracting the victim and then robbing him or her (asking 
the time, for example)

´´ Snatch-theft. Grabbing an item out of the victim’s hands

The vast majority of robberies are committed by younger offenders. 
Robbers are believed to target individuals who they think have a lot 
of money or who appear lost.45 In addition, it has been suggested that 

40.0

7.6

8.9

43.6

0%

Percentage of Robberies

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Firearms

Knives or Cutting Instruments

Other Weapons

Strong-Arm

Weapons Used in Robberies, 2013FIGURE 4.4

Federal Bureau of Investigation

$1,170

$853

$1,808

$830

$1,171

$1,480

$3,542

$961

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000

Total

Average Value of Loss

Street/Highway

Commercial House

Gas or Service Station

Convenience Store

Residence

Bank

Miscellaneous

Average Value of Losses for a Robbery by 
Location, 2013

FIGURE 4.3

Federal Bureau of Investigation


